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Executive Summary
Overview:  The Brighter Futures Youth Survey is an important part of the overall evaluation of the Milwaukee 
Brighter Futures Initiative.  The 2009 Youth Survey is the fourth in a series (2004, 2005, and 2007), all using 
the same basic survey derived from the nationally-recognized Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  The Youth Survey 
results are used by individual programs and Brighter Futures as a whole to better understand current youth 
issues and to plan program improvements and new strategies.  

Demographics:  The average age of respondents was 15.4 years; their average grade level was 9.2.   
This year, there was a greater proportion of girls (66%) compared to boys (34%).  This is largely a function  
of the programs funded by Brighter Futures in 2009 and which programs were able to participate in the  
survey effort.  African American youth comprised 72% of respondents; Hispanic or Latino 12% and Mixed 
Race 13%.  White respondents comprised 2%.

Findings:  There are many facts that stand out in the survey findings.  One key fact that is overarching and 
needs to be repeated time and again – for policymakers, parents, and youth themselves –is that not every 
young person is showing risky behavior.  Seriously risky behavior is limited to a segment of the youth popula-
tion.  This means that we can legitimately respond to young people….”No, not everyone is doing it.”

The report delves into areas of great concern relative to violence and safety, tobacco, alcohol and marijuana 
use, and sexual behavior and all of those areas require our attention and resource commitment.  Before  
we start on the analysis of what’s wrong, let’s quickly review what’s right about the youth who completed 
our survey.

•  94% of respondents used one or more types of communication/social networking tools which means  
  they are tuned in, connected, and exposed to a lot of information.

•  Many youth avoid dangerous/violent behavior:
-  59% had not ridden in a car driven by someone who had been drinking in the past 30 days
-  83% had not carried a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club in the past 30 days
-  48% had not been in a physical fight in the past 12 months
-  85% had not had their boyfriend or girlfriend hit, slap or physically hurt them on purpose

•  Many youth avoid tobacco, alcohol, and marijuana use:
-  59% had never smoked a cigarette; and 86% had not smoked a cigarette in the past 30 days
-  35% had never had alcohol; and 59% had not used alcohol in the past 30 days
-  49% had never used marijuana; and 65% had not used marijuana in the past 30 days

• Many youth show other healthy behaviors:
-  64% of sexually active youth reported using condoms the last time they had sexual intercourse
-  86% exercised one or more days in the past week
-  92% had eaten fruit or vegetables in the past week
-  72% indicated that it was quite important or extremely important to help other people.
-  77% indicated that they care about other people’s feelings.
-  98% indicated that they stand up for their beliefs.
-  83% said they can resist negative peer pressure and dangerous situations.
-  78% said they participated in a Brighter Futures program one or more times a week.

Conclusion:  Brighter Futures youth represent a variety of experiences and behavior so it is both unfair and 
unwise to lump all youth into one category.  Many youth are doing ok, but many are also in serious difficulty 
relative to violence, drug use, and risky sexual behavior.  The survey results give us an opportunity for  
discussion and planning with the goal of doing a better job for all kids.
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Introduction
The Brighter Futures Youth Survey is part of the overall  
evaluation of the Milwaukee Brighter Futures Initiative.   
The 2009 Youth Survey was conducted in May 2009  
and included 335 youth ages 12 to 18.  The survey  
included youth who were participants in twelve Brighter 
Futures-funded projects.  Participation in the survey was 
voluntary both at the project level and the individual level.  
Youth were invited to participate but were offered multiple 
opportunities to opt out of the survey or to decline to  
answer specific questions.  Youth were assured of the  
survey’s confidentiality and are encouraged to be completely 
truthful in their responses.  It is important to note that once 
youth understood that we intended to use the results to help 
plan better programs, they were eager to participate.

The survey itself is based on the nationally-recognized  
Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  It has been shortened to focus 
primarily on demographics, safety and violence, tobacco,  
alcohol and marijuana use, sexual behavior, healthy  
behaviors, and attitudes.  The survey was administered at 
the Brighter Futures sites by Janice Wilberg, Ph.D., Brighter 
Futures Evaluation Coordinator, and Racquel Bell, Brighter 
Futures Coordinator.  Completed surveys were scanned and 
tabulated by the Center for Urban Initiatives and Research  
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  

The survey results include the following components:

• Demographic Overview

• Safety and Violence

• Tobacco, Alcohol, and Marijuana Use

• Sexual Behavior

• Healthy Behaviors

• Values

• Comparisons

• What Youth Want Us to Know

What questions should we ask next time?
We want the Brighter Futures Youth Survey to be informative, 
useful and relevant.  If you have ideas about topics we  
should explore or questions we should ask the next time  
we conduct the survey, please contact Jan Wilberg,  
Brighter Futures Evaluation Coordinator, at 414-962-3726  
or jwilberg@wi.rr.com.  Your input will help us make this  
a better survey in the future.  Thanks!

Respondents by Site

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Parenting Network ................................... 43 .............. 13%

Milwaukee LGBT Community Center....... 15 ................ 5%

Pearls for Teen Girls ................................. 61 .............. 18%

Boys and Girls Clubs – St. Joan .............. 25 ................ 8%

Pathfinders ............................................... 25 ................ 8%

COA – Riverwest ........................................24 ................ 7%

COA – Goldin ............................................ 21 ................ 6%

Walker’s Point Youth & Family Center......17 ................ 5%

BGC – LaVarnway ..................................... 14 ................ 4%

Silver Spring Neighborhood Center ......... 23 ................ 7%

Latino Community Center ........................ 30 ................ 9%

Milwaukee Christian Center .....................37 .............. 11%

Total .......................................................... 335 ...........100%
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Demographic Overview

The average age of respondents was 15.4 years. This group of 
respondents is somewhat older than 2007 when the average 
age was 15.0 and significantly older than the 2005 respondents 
(average age 14.3 years).  Keep in mind that Brighter Futures 
projects change every year; in other words, the 2009 projects 
tended to serve older youth.

The average grade level was 9.2, compared to 9.4 for 2007.   
(This may be due to the 16 missing responses.)  Forty percent 
(40%) of respondents were in middle school and 60% in high 
school.

This year, the majority of respondents (66%) were girls. This is  
a big difference from the 2007 survey when 48% of the  
respondents were girls.  This reflects the nature of the 2009 
Brighter Futures programming.

Age

 Number of 2009 
 Respondents Percent

12 years old or younger ......................... 32 ............... 10%
13 years old ............................................ 37 ............... 11%
14 years old ............................................ 51 ............... 15%
15 years old ............................................ 40 ............... 12%
16 years old ............................................ 60 ............... 18%
17 years old ............................................ 61 ............... 18%
18 years or older .................................... 54 ............... 16%

Grade

 Number of 2009 
 Respondents Percent

6th grade ................................................ 26 ..................8%
7th grade ................................................ 42 ............... 13%
8th grade ................................................ 60 ............... 19%
9th grade ................................................ 41 ............... 13%
10th grade .............................................. 59 ............... 19%
11th grade .............................................. 51 ............... 16%
12th grade .............................................. 40 ............... 13%
Missing .................................................... 16 ................   -

Gender

 Number of 2009 
 Respondents Percent

Female ................................................... 217 ...............66%
Male ....................................................... 112 .............. 34%
Missing ..................................................... 6 .................  -
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Demographic Overview

The vast majority of respondents were African American,  
Hispanic or Latino, or of mixed ethnic origin (97%).  In 2007, 85% 
of respondents were in these categories.

Ninety-four percent (94%) of respondents used one or more types 
of communication/social networking tools including cell phones, 
text messaging, Facebook, MySpace, or Twitter.  Nearly 9 out of 
10 teens (86%) owned or had regular access to a cell phone. 
Seventy-one percent (71%) used Facebook, MySpace or Twitter.

Summing Up:  This year’s group of respondents were somewhat 
older, more likely to be female, and more likely to be African 
American, Hispanic/Latino, or mixed ethnic origin than the  
group surveyed in 2007.  For that reason, readers should be 
careful to draw too many comparisons between this year’s  
results and 2007.  A better strategy is to use the 2009 findings 
to provide a good snapshot of youth in Brighter Futures projects 
at this point in time.

Ethnicity / Race

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

American Indian or Alaska Native .......... 3 ...................1%
Asian ........................................................ 4 ...................1%
Black or African American  ................... 240 .............. 72%
Hispanic or Latino .................................. 39 ............... 12%
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander ......... 0 ...................0%
White or Caucasian ................................. 5 ...................2%
Two or More Race / Ethnicity ................ 42 ............... 13%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ................... -

Which of the following do you use regularly 
to communicate or network with others?

Method

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Cell Phone .............................................. 287 .............. 86%

Text Messaging ......................................255 .............. 76%

Facebook ............................................... 190 .............. 57%

MySpace ................................................ 121 .............. 36%

Twitter...................................................... 34 ............... 10%
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Safety and Violence

Riding in a car driven by someone who had been drinking is a 
fairly common occurrence for Brighter Futures youth with 41% 
indicating that they had done this within the past month.   
This is higher than the 2007 rate of 35%.  Boys were somewhat 
more likely than girls to report doing this (44% boys vs. 41% 
girls).  Middle school youth and high school youth were equally 
as likely to ride in a car with a driver who had been drinking. 
Note that 1 out of 8 teens reported that they had been in a  
car with a driver who had been drinking 6 or more times in the 
past 30 days.

Eighteen percent (18%) of respondents said they had carried some 
kind of weapon – gun, knife, or club – one or more times in the 
past month.  This rate is lower than the 2007 rate of 21%.   
Boys were more likely than girls to report having carried a  
weapon (23% boys vs. 15% girls).  High school youth were  
somewhat more likely to do this than middle school youth  
(18% high school vs. 15% middle school).  

Fifty-two percent (52%) of this year’s respondents had been in one 
or more physical fights during the past year.  This is lower than 
the 2007 rate of 58%.  Boys were much more likely than girls to 
have had physical fights (boys 59% vs. girls 48%).  Middle school 
youth were much more likely than high school youth to have a 
fighting history (middle school 59% vs. high school 48%).

During the past 30 days, how many times 
did you ride in a car or other vehicle driven 
by someone who had been drinking?

Number of Times

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

0 times ................................................... 197 .............. 59%
1 time ...................................................... 49 ............... 15%
2 or 3 times ............................................ 36 ............... 11%
4 or 5 times ............................................ 13 ..................4%
6 or more times ...................................... 40 ............... 12%

During the past 30 days, on how many 
days did you carry a weapon such as a gun, 
knife, or club?

Number of Days

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

0 days..................................................... 275 .............. 82%
1 day ....................................................... 20 ..................6%
2 or 3 days .............................................. 10 ..................3%
4 or 5 days ............................................... 6 ...................2%
6 or more days ....................................... 22 ..................7%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ...................  -

During the last 12 months, how many times 
were you in a physical fight?

Number of Fights

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

0 times ................................................... 159 .............. 48%
1 time ...................................................... 61 ............... 18%
2 or 3 times ............................................ 59 ............... 18%
4 or 5 times ............................................ 19 ..................6%
6 or 7 times ............................................ 11 ..................3%
8 or 9 times ............................................. 3 ...................1%
10 or 11 times ......................................... 2 ................ <1%
12 or more times ................................... 19 ..................6%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ...................  -
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Safety and Violence

Fifteen percent (15%) of respondents said that a boyfriend or  
girlfriend had been physically violent with them in the past year.   
This is about the same rate as in 2007 (14%).  Like 2007, boys 
were more likely than girls to report this (boys 18% vs. girls 
13%).  High school youth were more likely than middle  
schoolers to have been in relationships that involved some  
level of violence (high school 17% vs. middle school 12%).

Nearly three-quarters (72%) of respondents said that they felt safe 
at home with smaller percentages voicing a sense of safety in 
other common locations such as school, neighborhood, church, 
or community center. The responses to this question differ very 
little from 2007 with the exception of the higher percentage of 
youth who felt safe at home (2009 72% vs. 2007 64%).   
Girls were more likely than boys to feel safe at home (girls 78% 
vs. boys 61%) and at school (girls 26% vs. boys 17%).   
Boys, however, were more likely to say they felt safe in the  
neighborhood (boys 20% vs. girls 12% ).  There were almost  
no differences between middle school and high school youth  
in where they felt safe.

Most youth (88%) indicated feeling sad or hopeless sometimes.  
This is slightly higher than the 2007 rate of 85%.  Girls were 
much more likely than boys to indicate this state of mind (girls 
81% vs. boys 8%).  There was no difference between middle 
and high school youth in this regard.    As in 2007, girls were 
much more likely than boys to talk to their friends when they 
felt sad or hopeless (girls 48% vs. boys 23%).  Neither girls nor 
boys were very likely to talk to their parents (girls 11% vs. boys 
11%), but girls were twice as likely to talk to a trusted adult (girls 
13% vs. boys 7%).  Middle schoolers were more likely than high 
schoolers to talk to a friend (middle school 43% vs. high school 
27%), but the groups were equally not very likely to talk to their 
parents or trusted adults.

Summing Up:  A great many teens reported riding in a car with 
someone who had been drinking — 4 out of 10 with a significant 
number indicating that this was a regular (6+ a month)  
occurrence. Unfortunately, the survey does not inquire about 
who was driving. Was it a friend or a relative or parent? Adding 
to the risk to youth is the high incidence of fighting including 
relationship violence. While most youth indicated times when 
they feel sad or hopeless, only about 1 in 8 confided in a trusted 
adult or their parents. Friends were the primary resource,  
reinforcing the importance of peers in young people’s lives.

During the past 12 months, did your boy-
friend or girlfriend ever hit, slap, or physi-
cally hurt you on purpose?

Number of Times

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Yes ........................................................... 50 ............... 15%
No ...........................................................284 .............. 85%
Missing ..................................................... 1 ...................  -

Where do you feel safe?  
(select one or more responses)

Place

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Home ...................................................... 242 .............. 72%
School ..................................................... 75 ............... 22%
Neighborhood ......................................... 48 ............... 14%
Church ..................................................... 68 ............... 20%
Community Center / Program ............... 67 ............... 20%
Entire City................................................ 40 ............... 12%

What do you do when you feel sad or  
hopeless? (select one or more responses)

Place

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

I never feel sad or hopeless .................. 40 ............... 12%
Talk to a friend .......................................132 .............. 39%
Talk to my parents .................................. 36 ............... 11%
Talk to a trusted adult ............................ 39 ............... 12%
Exercise ................................................... 26 ..................8%
Use alcohol or drugs .............................. 27 ..................8%
Do other activities ................................. 151 .............. 45%
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Tobacco, Alcohol and Marijuana Use

Forty-one percent (41%) of respondents had smoked cigarettes  
at least once.  This is higher than the 2007 rate of 34%. The 
average ‘age of onset’ (age at first use) was 12.6 years, identical 
to the 2007 figure.  Boys were much more likely to smoke than 
girls (boys 48% vs. girls 38%) although they had about the same 
age of onset (girls 12.8 years vs. boys 13.1 years).

Even though 41% of respondents had tried smoking, only 14% 
had smoked cigarettes in the past month, about the same rate of 
30-day use as evident in the 2007 survey.  However, there were 
important gender differences with girls much less likely than 
boys to have smoked recently (girls 10% vs. boys 22%).  High 
school students were much more likely than middle schoolers 
to have smoked in the past month (high school 19% vs. middle 
school 6%).

Sixty-five percent (65%) of respondents had tried alcohol at some 
point in their lives.  This is higher than the 2007 rate of 56%.  
The average age of onset was unchanged from 2007 to 2009 
(2007 13.0 years vs. 2009 12.9 years).  Boys were more likely 
than girls to have tried alcohol (boys 74% vs. girls 60%) but there 
was no gender difference in age of onset.  

How old were you when you first smoked a 
cigarette, even a puff?

Age

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

Never Have ............................................ 192 .............. 59%
10 years old or younger ......................... 34 ............... 10%
11 years old ............................................ 15 ..................5%
12 years old ............................................ 17 ..................5%
13 years old ............................................ 13 ..................4%
14 years old ............................................ 18 ..................6%
15 years old ............................................ 14 ..................4%
16 years old ............................................ 11 ..................3%
17 years old or older .............................. 14 ..................4%
Missing ..................................................... 7 ...................  -

How frequently have you smoked cigarettes 
in the past 30 days?

Number of Cigarettes

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

Not at all ................................................286 .............. 86%
Less than 1 cigarette per day ................ 16 ..................5%
One to five cigarettes per day ................ 15 ..................5%
About one half-pack per day ................... 8 ...................2%
About one pack per day .......................... 1 ................ <1%
More than one pack per day .................. 5 ...................2%
Missing ..................................................... 4 ................... -

How old were you when you first had more 
than a sip or two of beer, wine, or hard liquor?

Age

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

Never Have ............................................ 116 .............. 35%
10 years old or younger ......................... 40 ............... 12%
11 years old ............................................ 15 ..................5%
12 years old ............................................ 27 ..................8%
13 years old ............................................ 31 ..................9%
14 years old ............................................ 29 ..................9%
15 years old ............................................ 36 ............... 11%
16 years old ............................................ 21 ..................6%
17 years old or older .............................. 15 ..................5%
Missing ..................................................... 5 ...................  -
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Tobacco, Alcohol and Marijuana Use

Respondents were more likely to have had alcohol in the past 
month than they were to have smoked.  Forty-one percent (41%) 
of respondents said they had drunk alcohol one or more times in 
the past month.  This is higher than the 2007 rate of 30%.  There 
was virtually no difference by gender (girls 42% vs. boys 40%).   
High school students were more likely than middle schoolers to 
be drinkers (high school 46% vs. middle school 32%).  

Fifty-one percent (51%) of respondents had smoked marijuana 
at least once in their lives.  The average age of onset was 13.3 
years, about the same as in 2007.  However, the percentage of 
youth who smoked marijuana was much lower in 2007 at 41%,  
a dramatic difference in just two years’ time.  Boys’ average age 
of onset was 13.3 years compared to girls at 13.8 years.  

Thirty-five percent (35%) of respondents had smoked marijuana in 
the past month.  This is much higher than the 2007 rate of 25%.  
Girls were somewhat less likely than boys to have smoked  
marijuana (girls 34% vs. boys 38%).  Use was much higher 
among high school respondents (middle school 18% vs. high 
school 46%).

On how many occasions (if any) have you 
had beer, wine, or hard liquor in the past 
30 days?

Number of Times

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

0 occasions ........................................... 194 .............. 59%
1-2 occasions ......................................... 83 ............... 25%
3-5 occasions ......................................... 34 ............... 10%
6-9 occasions ......................................... 10 ..................3%
10 or more occasions ............................ 10 ..................3%
Missing ..................................................... 4 ...................  -

How old were you when you first smoked 
marijuana?

Age

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Never Have ............................................ 162 .............. 49%
10 years old or younger ......................... 13 ..................4%
11 years old ............................................ 15 ..................5%
12 years old ............................................ 21 ..................6%
13 years old ............................................ 33 ............... 10%
14 years old ............................................ 31 ..................9%
15 years old ............................................ 29 ..................9%
16 years old ............................................ 13 ..................4%
17 years old or older .............................. 16 ..................5%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ...................  -

On how many occasions (if any) have you 
used marijuana in the past 30 days?

Number of Occasions

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

0 occasions ........................................... 201 .............. 65%
1-2 occasions ......................................... 47 ............... 15%
3-5 occasions ......................................... 18 ..................6%
6-9 occasions .......................................... 6 ...................2%
10 or more occasions ............................ 39 ............... 13%
Missing .................................................... 24 ................... -
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Generally, survey respondents felt that all three substances were 
pretty easy to get with two-thirds or more thinking it was fairly 
easy or very easy to obtain cigarettes, alcohol, and  
marijuana.   Youth thought marijuana was the easiest substance 
to get (70% said it would be fairly or very easy to get) compared 
to alcohol (63%) and cigarettes (60%).

Perception of risk is highest for cigarette smoking.  Seventy-two 
percent (72%) of respondents thought that smoking one or more 
packs of cigarettes a day was a moderate or great risk.  Regular 
marijuana smoking (undefined by the survey) and daily drink-
ing (one or more drinks) were seen as equally risky with 58% of 
respondents judging these to be of moderate or great risk.

How much do you think people risk harming 
themselves (physically or in other ways) if 
they:

A.  take one or more drinks of an alcoholic  
 beverage nearly every day?

T. smoke one or more packs of cigarettes  
 per day?

M. smoke marijuana regularly?

 
  Percent 

No risk ..................................A ..................................... 21%
 T ..................................... 20%
 M .................................... 25%

Slight risk .............................A ..................................... 22%
 T ........................................8%
 M .................................... 17%

Moderate risk ...................... A ..................................... 26%
 T ..................................... 22%
 M .................................... 19%

Great risk ............................. A ..................................... 32%
 T ..................................... 50%
 M .................................... 39%

If you wanted some, how easy do you think 
it would be for you to get:

A. Alcohol

T. Cigarettes 

M. Marijuana  
  Percent 

Very easy ..............................A ..................................... 42%
 T ..................................... 43%
 M .................................... 55%

Fairly easy ............................A ..................................... 21%
 T ..................................... 17%
 M .................................... 15%

Hard ..................................... A ..................................... 13%
 T ..................................... 11%
 M .......................................8%

Very hard .............................. A ........................................8%
 T ........................................7%
 M .......................................7%
Probably impossible ............ A ..................................... 17%
 T ..................................... 22%
 M .................................... 18%
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Friends were most likely to discourage cigarette smoking  
followed by alcohol and marijuana. Important to note that  
most youth thought their friends disapproved of the use of  
these substances. Friends’ influence continues to be a  
critical factor in youths’ decision-making.

Youth felt that their parents disapproved of their using all three 
substances with disapproval strongest for cigarettes followed 
by marijuana and alcohol. At the same time, about 1 in 7 youth 
perceived very little parental disapproval.

How much would your friends try to stop 
you from:

A. getting drunk?

T. smoking cigarettes?

M. using marijuana?

 
  Percent 

A lot ......................................A ..................................... 35%
 T ..................................... 56%
 M .................................... 34%

Some ....................................A ..................................... 25%
 T ..................................... 13%
 M .................................... 22%

Not much ............................. A ..................................... 17%
 T ........................................9%
 M .................................... 17%

Not at all .............................. A ..................................... 23%
 T ..................................... 22%
 M .................................... 27%

How wrong would your parents feel it would 
be for you to:

A. drink beer, wine, or hard liquor regularly 
 (at least twice a month)?

T. smoke cigarettes?

M. smoke marijuana?  
  Percent 

Very wrong ...........................A ..................................... 67%
 T ......................................74%
 M .....................................71%

Wrong ...................................A ..................................... 16%
 T ..................................... 14%
 M .................................... 14%

A little bit wrong ................... A ........................................8%
 T ........................................6%
 M .......................................7%

Not wrong at all ................... A ........................................9%
 T ........................................6%
 M .......................................8%
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Summing Up:  More youth had tried alcohol during their lifetimes 
(65%) than had used marijuana (51%) or cigarettes (41%). The 
average age of onset (age at first use) for all three substances 
was 13-14, reaffirming this period as a critical juncture for 
teens. Having ever used a substance, however, does not  
translate into currently using a substance. For example, while 
41% said they had smoked at some point, only 14% were  
current smokers. The same pattern holds true for alcohol and 
marijuana. In all three cases the number of habitual users 
(youth who use more than once a week) comprises a fairly  
small percentage of all youth. Parents are seen as very  
disapproving of substance use as are friends to a lesser degree.



Sexual Behavior

The survey asked this question:  Who are you sexually  
attracted to?  After the surveys were completed, researchers 
coded the responses by gender so that a distribution of sexual 
orientation could be completed.  As the table shows, 14% of  
the youth respondents identified themselves as lesbian, gay  
or bisexual.

Sixty-four percent (64%) of youth respondents said they had  
experienced sexual intercourse.  This is higher than the rate of 
59% reported in the 2007 survey.  Girls were less likely than 
boys to have had sexual intercourse (girls 55% vs. boys 79%).   
The average age of onset (age at first intercourse) was 14.0 
years for girls and 13.0 years for boys, about the same as  
in 2007.  Middle school youth were less likely than high  
schoolers to have had sexual intercourse (middle school 36%  
vs. high school 80%).

Survey respondents averaged 3.2 sexual partners in their lives.  
Girls reported an average of 2.6 partners compared to boys who 
reported 4.1 partners. While the number of partners reported by 
girls is somewhat lower than in 2007 (2.8 partners), the boys’ 
average is the same.   Looked at another way, 56% of youth 
who have had sexual intercourse reported having three or more 
partners in the lifetime.  

Sexual Orientation 
 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

Lesbian/Gay ........................................... 23 ..................7%
Bisexual .................................................. 24 ..................7%
No Attraction Yet..................................... 25 ..................8%
Heterosexual .......................................... 249 .............. 78%
Missing .................................................... 16 ..................  -

How old were you when you had sexual 
intercourse for the first time?

Age

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

Never Have ............................................ 119 .............. 36%
11 years old or younger ......................... 35 ............... 11%
12 years old ............................................ 34 ............... 10%
13 years old ............................................ 23 ..................7%
14 years old ............................................ 47 ............... 14%
15 years old ............................................ 30 ..................9%
16 years old ............................................ 31 ............... 10%
17 years old or older ............................... 8 ...................2%
Missing ..................................................... 8 ...................  -

During your life, with how many people 
have you had sexual intercourse?

Number of Partners

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

1 person.................................................. 49 ............... 24%

2 people .................................................. 38 ............... 18%

3 people .................................................. 38 ............... 18%

4 people .................................................. 20 ............... 10%

5 people ................................................... 8 ...................4%

6 or more people .................................... 50 ............... 24%
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Sexual Behavior

Condoms (64%) were by far the most prevalent method of birth 
control among respondents who answered this question.  
The number of youth who were either “not sure” or indicated 
that no method was used totaled 20% of sexually active  
respondents.

Twenty percent (20%) indicated that they had either been pregnant 
or gotten someone pregnant.  This is much higher than the 2007 
rate of 13% and partially reflects the higher proportion of girls in 
the 2009 survey group.  

Most youth had been taught about AIDS/HIV either at school or 
someplace else, like the Brighter Futures program where they 
were surveyed.  Still, about one out of six youth indicated that 
they had not received AIDS/HIV instruction.

Summing Up:  The majority of respondents (64%) had had sexual 
intercourse, although the survey does not ask whether the 
respondent is currently sexually active (similar to questions for 
alcohol or tobacco which asks for age at first use as well as the 
past 30-day use). Several very concerning issues: the average  
of 3.2 sexual partners and the fact that 1 out of 4 sexually  
active youth reported having had 6+ sexual partners; the fact 
that 1 out of 5 youth reported using no contraception or  
weren’t sure the last time they had sex; and, last, the fact that  
1 out of 5 youth reported having been pregnant or gotten  
someone pregnant.

The last time you had sexual intercourse, 
what method did you or your partner use to 
prevent pregnancy?

Method

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

No method was used ............................. 29 ............... 16%
Birth control pills .................................... 11 ..................6%
Condoms ................................................ 114 .............. 64%
Depo-Provera injection or patch ............. 9 ...................5%
Some other method ................................ 3 ...................2%
Withdrawal ............................................... 6 ...................3%
Not sure ................................................... 5 ...................4%

How many times have you been pregnant or 
gotten someone pregnant?

Number of Pregnancies

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

0 times ...................................................265 .............. 80%
1 time ...................................................... 38 ............... 12%
2 or more times ...................................... 20 ..................6%
Not sure ................................................... 7 ...................2%
Missing ..................................................... 5 .................... -

Have you ever been taught about AIDS or 
HIV infection at school?

Response

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Yes ..........................................................285 .............. 85%
No ............................................................ 42 ............... 13%
Not sure ................................................... 7 ...................2%
Missing ..................................................... 1 .................... -

Have you ever been taught about AIDS or 
HIV infection someplace else?

Response

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Yes .......................................................... 272 .............. 81%
No ............................................................ 52 ............... 16%
Not sure .................................................. 11 ..................3%
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Healthy Behaviors

Eighty-six percent (86%) of respondents had participated in some 
kind of physical activity in the past week. This is somewhat higher 
than in 2007 (84%).  Youth who exercised five or more days a 
week comprised 47% of the group in 2009 compared to 49% 
in 2007. Boys were twice as likely as girls to exercise every day 
(boys 50% vs. girls 26%). Middle schoolers were more likely 
(42%) than high schoolers (29%) to exercise every day.

About one-third (36%) of surveyed youth reported eating fruits and 
vegetable seven days a week.  There was no significant difference 
between girls and boys or middle/high school students.

On how many of the last 7 days did you 
exercise or participate in a sport such as 
basketball, swimming, soccer, running, 
dancing, or other activity?

Number of Days

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

0 days...................................................... 45 ............... 14%
1 day ....................................................... 38 ............... 11%
2 days...................................................... 34 ............... 10%
3 days...................................................... 32 ............... 10%
4 days...................................................... 26 ..................8%
5 days...................................................... 33 ............... 10%
6 days...................................................... 11 ..................3%
7 days..................................................... 114 .............. 34%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ...................  -

On how many of the last 7 days did you eat 
fruit or vegetables?

Number of Days

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent 
0 days 27 8%

1 day ....................................................... 26 ..................8%
2 days...................................................... 29 ..................9%
3 days...................................................... 60 ............... 18%
4 days...................................................... 38 ............... 12%
5 days...................................................... 19 ..................6%
6 days...................................................... 13 ..................4%
7 days..................................................... 121 .............. 36%
Missing ..................................................... 2 ...................  -
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Summing Up:  Eating right and exercising are areas of concern 
for youth — only about a third of respondents reported these 
positive health behaviors on a daily basis.
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Values

Seventy-two percent (72%) of youth said it was “quite important” 
or “extremely important” to help other people. Girls were  
more likely than boys to state this (girls 76% vs. boys 66%).   
There was no difference between middle school and high  
school students.

Most (77%) youth felt that they cared about other people’s  
feelings.  Interestingly, 14% or 1 out of 7 said they weren’t  
sure and 1 out of 10 said they didn’t care about other  
people’s feelings.

Standing up for one’s beliefs is nearly a universal trait of  
respondents with 98% agreeing strongly with the statement  
“I stand up for my beliefs.”

Youth also highly rate their ability to withstand negative peer 
pressure and resist dangerous situations (83%).

How important is it for you to help other 
people?

Number of Times

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Not important ......................................... 21 ..................6%
Somewhat important ............................. 73 ............... 22%
Quite important ...................................... 98 ............... 29%
Extremely Important ............................. 143 .............. 43%
Missing ..................................................... 2 .................... -

I care about other people’s feelings.

 Number of Percent 
 Respondents 

Strongly agree ....................................... 116 .............. 35%
Agree ...................................................... 142 .............. 42%
Not sure .................................................. 47 ............... 14%
Disagree ................................................... 9 ...................3%
Strongly Disagree ................................... 19 ..................6%
Missing ..................................................... 2 .................... -

I stand up for my beliefs.
Strongly agree ....................................... 245 .............. 75%
Agree ....................................................... 75 ............... 23%
Not sure ................................................... 7 ...................2%
Disagree ................................................... 2 ...................1%
Strongly Disagree .................................... 2 ...................1%
Missing ..................................................... 4 .................... -

I can resist negative peer pressure and  
dangerous situations. 
Strongly agree .......................................184 .............. 56%
Agree ....................................................... 90 ............... 27%
Not sure .................................................. 35 ............... 11%
Disagree .................................................. 12 ..................4%
Strongly Disagree .................................... 8 ...................3%
Missing ..................................................... 8 ...................  -
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Values

Seventy nine percent (79%) of youth indicated that their parents 
monitored their activities out of the home most or all of the time.  
This is about the same rate as in 2007 (80%). Girls were more 
likely to report this than boys (girls 84% vs. boys 69%).  There 
was almost no difference in this regard for middle and high 
school students (middle school 82% vs. high school 80%).  
One in 5 youth, though, said their parents monitored their 
whereabouts only sometimes, seldom or never.

Seventy-eight percent (78%) of youth respondents would be  
considered very frequent attenders of the program where they 
were surveyed (attending one time per week or more).  This is 
higher than the 2007 rate of 71%.  Girls were more likely than 
boys to be frequent attenders (girls 82% vs. boys 68%).

How often do your parents ask where you 
are going or with whom you will be?

Frequency

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

All of the time ........................................ 199 .............. 60%
Most of the time ..................................... 61 ............... 19%
Some of the time .................................... 54 ............... 16%
Seldom or never ..................................... 16 ..................5%
Missing ..................................................... 5 ...................  -

How often do you come to this agency or 
program?

Frequency

 Number of  
 Respondents Percent

About one time per week or more ........ 240 .............. 78%
About two times per month ................... 29 ..................9%
About one time per month ..................... 39 ............... 13%
Missing .................................................... 27 ................... -

Summing Up:  Youth felt very strongly that they stand up for their 
beliefs, but they were less definite about their connection to, 
and regard for, other people. At the same time, they felt their 
parents were watching them and monitoring their activities. 
Last, 4 out of 5 respondents had strong ties to prevention  
programming as evidenced by their regular attendance.
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Comparison of Girls and Boys

This section compares the responses of girls (N=217) to boys (N=112).  There are several interesting and 
statistically significant differences between girls and boys in our Youth Survey group.

•	 Girls	were	more	likely	than	boys	to	feel	safe	at	home.
 Seventy-eight percent (78%) of girls said they feel safe at home compared to 61% of boys.

•	 Girls	are	more	likely	to	admit	to	having	feelings	of	sadness	or	hopelessness	and	to	cope	with	those	 
 feelings differently than boys.
 Ninety one percent (91%) of girls said they sometimes felt ‘sad or hopeless’ compared to 81% of boys.  
 To cope with these feelings, girls were much more likely to talk with friends (48%) and boys were  
 less likely to do so (23%). Exercise was a more commonly used coping mechanism for boys (13%)  
 than girls (5%).

•	 Girls	were	less	likely	than	boys	to	have	ever	tried	alcohol;	but	those	boys	and	girls	who	drank	alcohol	 
 tended to do so at the same rate.
 Forty percent (40%) of girls said they had never tried alcohol compared to 26% of boys.  However,  
 among those who had tried alcohol, the average age at first use was the same (13.1 years) for girls  
 and boys.  Thirty-day use patterns were similar for boys and girls – with about 60% reporting not   
 having used alcohol during that period.

•	 Peer	groups	seem	to	be	more	important	to	girls	than	to	boys	relative	to	attitudes	toward	cigarettes,	 
 alcohol, and marijuana. 
 Seventy-five percent (75%) of girls and 55% of boys said that their friends would try to stop them  
 from using cigarettes ‘a lot or some.’  This difference held up with marijuana (girls 61% and  
 boys 48%) and alcohol (girls 66% and boys 47%).

•	 Girls	start	having	sex	at	an	older	age	than	boys	and	tend	to	have	fewer	sexual	partners.
 Fifty-five percent (55%) of girls reported having had sexual intercourse compared to 79% of boys.   
 Girls had an average age at first intercourse of 14.0 years compared to 13.0 years for boys.   
 Girls reported an average of 2.6 partners compared to 4.1 reported by boys.

•	 The	importance	of	the	peer	group	reappears	relative	to	youths’	ability	to	resist	peer	pressure	and	how	 
 important they feel it is to help others.
 Ninety-one percent (91%) of boys indicated that they ‘agreed or strongly agreed’ with the view that  
 they can resist peer pressure and dangerous situations compared to 80% of girls.  Girls were more  
 likely to rate ‘helping others’ as important or extremely important (76%) compared to boys (66%).



Comparison of Violent and Non-Violent Youth

Violent youth (N=35) were defined as those who answered that they carried a weapon one or more days in the 
past 30 days and had two or more physical fights during the past 12 months.  Non-violent youth (N=292)  
were defined as those who did not meet these conditions. Violent and non-violent youth showed statistically 
significant differences on six key dimensions.

•	 Violent	youth	were	much	more	likely	to	have	ridden	in	a	car	driven	by	someone	who	had	been	drinking	 
 in the past 30 days.
 Sixty-six percent (66%) of violent youth and 38% of non-violent youth had ridden in a car driven by  
 someone who had been drinking one or more times in the past 30 days.

•	 Having	suffered	violence	at	the	hands	of	a	boyfriend	or	girlfriend	was	much	more	common	among	 
 violent youth.
 Thirty-one percent (31%) of violent youth reported having been hit, slapped or physically hurt on  
 purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend during the past 12 months compared to 13% of non-violent youth.

•	 Violent	youth	were	much	less	likely	to	indicate	that	they	felt	safe	at	home.
 Fifty-four percent (54%) of violent youth reported feeling safe at home compared to 75% of  
 non-violent youth.

•	 Using	drugs	to	deal	with	feelings	of	sadness	or	hopelessness	was	more	common	among	violent	youth.
 Twenty-three percent (23%) of violent youth reported using drugs in this situation compared to  
 6% of non-violent youth.

•	 Alcohol	and	marijuana	played	bigger	roles	in	the	lives	of	violent	youth.
 The average age of first use of alcohol was 12.9 years for violent youth; 13.4 years for non-violent  
 youth.  In addition, 60% of violent youth reported having used alcohol within the past 30 days  
 compared to 40% of non-violent youth.  

 Marijuana use was much more prevalent among violent youth with 60% indicating some use during  
 the past 30 days compared to 32% of non-violent youth.

•	 Violent	youth	were	more	likely	to	be	sexually	active	and	to	have	had	three	or	more	sexual	partners	 
 in their lifetime.
 Seventy-four percent (74%) of violent youth had had sexual intercourse compared to 59% of  
 non-violent youth.  In addition, 50% of violent youth reported having had three or more partners  
 compared to 33% of non-violent youth.
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Comparison of High Risk Sexual Behavior (HRSB) Youth  
and Non-HRSB Youth

This section compares youth who exhibit a pattern of a high degree of sexually risky behavior (91 or 28%) and 
youth with a pattern of lower levels of sexually risky behavior (230 or 72%). 

Youth with a pattern of a high degree of High Risk Sexual Behavior (HRSB) reported two or more of the  
following:

• Age at first sexual intercourse of 12 or younger
• Four or more sexual partners in lifetime
• Pregnant (having been pregnant or caused someone to become pregnant) one or more times
• No condom use or ‘not sure’
• No contraceptive method used or ‘not sure’

One could make a case that youth who exhibited any one of these factors should be considered at risk.   
However, our analysis sought to identify the factors which seem to be associated with the highest  
risk behavior.

•	 Age,	grade	and	gender	had	important	influences	on	High	Risk	Sexual	Behavior	(HRSB).
 Twenty-four percent (15%) of youth ages 12–15 were classified as having HRSB compared to 41%  
 of youth ages 16-18.  This pattern was reconfirmed by the comparison of middle school youth  
 (14% reporting HRSB) and high school youth (37%).  Last, girls (23%) were less likely than boys  
 (39%) to report HRSB.

•	 HRSB	was	associated	with	higher	rates	of	other	dangerous	or	violent	factors.
 Youth classified as having HRSB (55%) were much more likely than non-HRSB youth (36%) to have  
 ridden in a car with a driver who had been drinking within the past 30 days.  They were also twice  
 as likely to have carried a weapon in the past 30 days (HRSB 29% vs. non-HRSB 12%) and to  
 have had their boyfriend or girlfriend hit, slap or physically hurt them on purpose (HRSB 24% vs.  
 non-HRSB 12%).

•	 Age	at	first	use	and	frequency	of	use	for	alcohol,	tobacco	and	marijuana	were	significantly	different	 
 for HRSB youth and non-HRSB youth.
 HRSB started using alcohol, tobacco and marijuana at an earlier age than non-HRSB youth with  
 the differential greatest for marijuana.  

Youth Group 1st Cigarette Use at Age 10-12 1st Alcohol Use at Age 10-12 1st Marijuana Use at Age 10-12
HRSB Youth 30% 34% 31%

Non-HRSB Youth 16% 22% 9%

Frequency of youth also differed significantly between HRSB and non-HRSB youth, again, with marijuana 
showing the greatest differential.

Youth Group More than 1 cigarette More than 1 drink More than 1 use of marijuana
  in past 30 days in past 30 days in past 30 days
HRSB Youth 19% 53% 31%
Non-HRSB Youth 5% 38% 9%

•	 HRSB	youth	were	four	times	as	likely	to	have	had	sexual	intercourse	at	age	12	or	younger.		Almost	half	 
 (48%) of HRSB youth reported having had intercourse at this age compared to 11% of non-HRSB youth.
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Responses

future

It is stressful

Being a kid today is very stressful

It is hard to be understood by adults because they feel were too 
young and immature

Trying to stay safe because you never know what’s going  
to happen

One thing I would like adults to know is that we love to have fun 
and sometimes our fun includes us making mistakes and just 
allow us to make mistakes so we can learn from them

Kids are kids regardless of however you act. Just because they 
act like everything’s ok its not you shouldn’t be so quick to judge 
or you will not be trusted

That it is hard to be a kid

Its very hard, you have a lot of things to think about

That we need our freedom

You have to understand us first before you judge us

Understand, before you judge

Talk about trusting people

Its hard, but I think some adults know that

That we do more thing and have more fun

Its not as easy as you think it is. Kids in our generation are very 
pre exposed and for that we are usually robbed of our childhood 
and innocence. Its preposterous to believe life is easy being 17

We go through changes and struggles and we eventually over-
come them at some point

It is starting to become a lot harder and it is not how it was 
“back in their day.”

That we need for adults to step off their required methods  
and get on our level and teach us in a sense that we would 
understand-not out of the books. Go outside their comfort zone

That a lot of kids do drugs! Seriously!

To watch their kid

It’s hard

That you get to learn new things while you are young and help  
elderly people out. To be a positive influence on young kids 
today.

Be good

That it’s not as easy as they think it is

That you can do a lot of things when you are a kid

Its great to be a kid, I have every day. If I could do it 
again over and over, ill do it

To feel that scream and yell and work like clean you 
and school

It is very hard because there is so much going on

That I am cool person and I am not disrespectful

The streets got really dangerous

It is not the same as you was a child

It is very hard because every kid wants to be in a 
gang

I had 60 points in a basketball

Just leave us alone

A lot like what we have to go though with family, 
friends

Nothing

It is boring in school

I feel that it is more pressure today

are you going to graduate from high school

It more fun any freedom

Its hard because some parents don’t provide enough 
and you have to watch out with violence from other 
people

That is harder for us to get an education? Also being 
around a lot peer pressure and sexual activity

Did females have a lot intercourse like the females 
do now?

You have time to change

Its not the same as back in “their day.” Every  
generation changes you can’t assume it to be  
the same

Being a kid is like a total bond of freedom. For 
people who search for happiness is the time to 
become free.

They need to understand we do know about their 
problems. And we know plenty to have respect from 
they, they need to take us seriously

Its hard to stay focused and be the angel were ex-
pected to be. Not to give up when things get hard

That some people think of you and also care for you 
and wants you to do good in your life also in your 
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What is the one thing you would like adults to know about what it is like to be a kid today?
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That it’s a hard person to be

I would tell an adult that now-a-days all the things you do are a 
choice. And, being successful is totally left up to you.

Being a kid is so boring these days

To have fun while you can no matter what happens

We’re awesome

Be up to part

You can go to school and get a free education

It’s hard right now because I am experiencing real life

It’s not the same as it used to be. We have evolved in a negative 
way!

Very stressful and too many responsibilities. But, I’m not trying 
to grow up too fast.

It’s more easy than being an adult, but it’s harder when you 
want to do things like adults

It’s a lot of pressure from TV to school to your everyday neigh-
borhood

We just want to be heard

Drugs are good for you

It’s hard

It’s hard

They are sneaky

Being a teenager is stressful

It ain’t easy!!

Believe in us

That we love to be listened to…

You get whatever you want

We don’t know everything. Just because we see it happen to 
other peers we might think it won’t happen to us. Be aggressive. 
We might not like it, but we will thank you for it.

It’s kind of hard to be a kid. Some people do things you don’t 
like.

Being a kid is easy. It’s growing up that’s hard.

Just to have fun. Too many rules. Let us be kids and make our 
own mistakes.

It’s very different and it isn’t safe any more to even play.

Well, I know its hard to be a teen mom

You can still have fun. You don’t have to pay any expensive bills 
and education is free.
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Life is hard, so do as much as you can before it’s too 
late

It’s very hard because everyone wants to be or get 
someone they’re not

I love my life because I’m just living it. I do have 2 
kids. I have to face the face and take care and I love 
them. That’s my life.

Only speaking for myself: it ain’t what you do it’s how 
you do it and in the end I gotta deal with it

I don’t consider myself as a kid. But I’m not really  
surrounded by children that much

That all kids (are) not bad. They act that way to show 
off around others, to fit in with others, groups.

That school is better than it was back then, and it’s 
not safe to have sex without protection

It’s more tougher and strict these days, but I gotta 
admit we got it good!

It is very hard with all of the things that are going on.

Sharing is caring at first

Stay an adult, because the kids are too wild

To be a kid having fun and enjoying life

The dangers that I face everyday

Its good to be a kid until you grow up!

It’s hard.

Not all of us kids are the same. Don’t blame us for 
someone else’s problem.

If adults became kids today, they will not like it  
because they will feel what we feel

It’s hard to be a kid and take care of a baby  
by yourself

You should always tell your kids you love them and 
ask how their day went no matter what the situation. 
Maybe because we do care for those things

We want to have more private time for ourselves and 
we wouldn’t act like we do

I would like to stay home to watch my baby

To have fun and live your life to the fullest

I think it is worse because people don’t think about 
their kids

Peer pressure, independence

Go places and don’t have to worry, I guess
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I would like adults to know that we are powerful and very, very 
confident

I don’t know

To know that we care

Teachers what to lie on you and nobody wants to believe what 
you have to say

When raised in the right environment, you can be that rose  
growing out of the sidewalk

I would like adults to know that it is hard to be a kid

I would like them to know that it is very hard because you get 
people peer pressuring you, judging you, and hating on you. It’s 
hard to make it

Are they having sex

It is not so hard being a kid because we don’t get as much  
pressure as when you did when you were kids

Today it is very hard to be a kid because of peer pressure going 
on. Also, today there is some much negative things for young 
people like us to get into

It’s really hard

Be a poet

I will let them know it is fun not to pay bills and stuff

It’s much more hard to deal with the world than what they had to 
deal with

School

It’s not like it used to be - it’s harder, especially with the boys 
and their ways

The stress and peer pressure!

I would like them to know everything that we are going through

We have more problems than them

To understand how they feel about things and to listen to you

Things are so different

I like to be me

Let them be free and explore the world

It’s hard

It’s hard.

That school is very hard for me.

One thing I would like you to know it I am a nice kid. And it is 
hard being a kid.

That it is fun, and that we don’t have to pay any bills!!!

That every think is not what is seems.

It’s hard and there is a lot of pressure on us young adults, but 
there also the best times.

The parties, and going to the mall to shop

I think there are lots of things that teens do that are 
very dangerous and out of control, and parents don’t 
know because they don’t ask

It’s very complicated nowadays because we have to 
prove to others

It’s very hard and tough in these streets

That it is hard for our young kids / girls

That kids these days are very (vulnerable) and need 
to be protected more

There is more danger out in the world but kids still 
need to be kids

More danger - more things that can harm kids

It’s hard

It’s not easy. It’s so many peer-pressures and things 
that can happen, sometimes you can chose the easy 
road. You can learn from your mistakes

One thing is school

It can be very stressful and kids are becoming more 
an more sexual at younger ages

It’s fun - no working - just playing and having the time 
of your life

How we feel some time

They already know so why tell them?

One thing is that adults get on my nerves. That’s all I 
can say

Being a kid is hard because parents think that we 
will make the same mistakes

That sometimes you can’t protect your child because 
they might can go places

That everything isn’t easy and its two sides to a story

I would want them to know how fun it is when you 
don’t have to pay bills or work

How to change the future

I like to play basketball and play very well

That there is more peer pressure than back in their 
days

That girls are not all bad

I would want them to know that life is hard and let 
(unintelligible)

Peer pressure is harder to resist. We are growing up 
faster

Your parents never believe what you’re saying or 
trust you with a boy
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Nothing is just hard.

Hard because the streets is rough.

Nothing

We have it better than how you had it. 

I would like them to know that it is hard to get stuff that you 
want. 

IDK

Don’t know.

IDK, nothing

It is hard to be coming up now a days!!!

It’s not how it used to be.

It’s very hard.

One thing I want adults to know is that being a kid today is very 
fun and also better than the adults because you don’t have to 
think much like the adults.

To me, it’s not what they should know about how a teenage life 
is now, but to talk to their kids because if a parent is in their life 
it can be very influential to their decisions.

To talk to them about what’s good and bad and not to just say 
no just to make them see and understand how they would 
end up looking like and that no matter what happens, they are 
always going to be there for them.  Give them love, support, and 
understanding and overall trust.

That we have a lot of pressure put on us too, and times get  
difficult for us as well.

The adults have to know what their child is doing and know the 
child is doing the right thing only.

That we are not the same, everyone is different and times have 
changed.

It is hard because you got tow worry about people beating on 
you and getting into fights about some he said she said stuff.

That it’s hard.  Not all kids are alike.  Some kids don’t have what 
others have.

Well being a kid or teen today is so different because there’s so 
much drinking, fighting and pressuring going on that anyone can 
get caught up in the mess, so it’s hard.

It is very hard and scary even though us kids don’t want you all 
on our case, we love that you all care.

Our generation is nothing how you used to be.  But overall it’s 
pretty fun, cool, and adventurous life.

It’s sometimes hard seeing what young kids do out in the 
streets.

It’s not the same as when they used to be kids.

It’s hard to be a kid because our generation is the worst and it 
seems like no one tries to help.
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I would like them to know what’s fun in my childhood 
or being a kid is going to parties and playing with boys 
and dating them.

It is hard cause we got to here boys mouth. And 
people yelling at me.

It’s hard growing up because you wish you was a kid 
again.

Nothing

It gets harder to stay off of the streets.

That kids are more updates and like when you stay 
out they face.

Sometimes parents don’t try to understand where 
we’re coming from. They should try seeing it our.

It’s hard.

Peer pressure is getting very hard being a teenager 
now days.

That it’s hard to survive.

It is hard and it’s no always fun to be a kid.

Complicated.

You won’t always stay a kid.

Kids are going to do whatever they feel.

Kids have to be kids, and when you punish them, 
that’s when they get worse.

You can’t get in clubs.

That kids are going to do what they are going to do 
and it’s not like the old days.

It’s more peer pressure than there used to be and 
teens do make mistakes.

Stressful

That we’re smarter than you think.

Make money is sex.

How much fun they can have!

Hard, no jobs.

That it’s hard out here now.  People don’t dance, they 
shoot now.

I will like them to know about her kids out here getting 
parent and out here doing things.

Life and school and problems.

Well to really teach them what they need to be taught 
and not the bad way to do it.

I would like them to know its hard being a kid today, 
there’s a lot we go through we may not be able to 
handle.



They go through a lot of things and parents don’t understand 
most of the time. 

Just to live your life to the fullest because you do not know what 
could come and being a kid is fun.

It is fun.

As kid I be bevidation in class (verbatim)

I would tell them how I feel to be a kid.

Nothing

It’s fun

That why people don’t like you anymore.

That’s its very hard to resist bad or negative peer pressure.

That it’s hard.

Fun and being cool

Cool

Life is unfair to us kids we have a long life (it seems like) and a 
little time to live it.

That we don’t like when they don’t let us so that we want.

That it’s hard to follow rules all the time.

Give me everyday that would be better let me go outside with my 
friend. But she don’t do that.

I don’t no

It’s hard.

You can do little sport or other things to.

Let us go outside play.

You get to have money and a house.

To be cool not lame!!!!!

To be cool not lame.

It feel good to be good today.

To teach me to not use alcohol.

I want to tell the adults that it is very dangerous in these tough 
times today.

It is hard to be different and stand out. And there are a lot of 
opportunities for us.

Why I like to get out the house and go kick it with my family and 
friends

It’s harder and it’s not the same as it used to be

Too much stress they expecting to much out of me I’m just one 
person. I try hard and that what counts

That things are sometime hard whether they know it 
or not and we find ways to relieve our stress.

I would like adults to know that its hard to be growing 
up in the wrong part and not smoke.

I feel a lot being a kid all my life.

It is hard.

Rules.

We enjoy our lives while we’re young and its fun to 
be a kid.

That it’s really hard being a kid living in this economy 
because when our parents don’t have money to buy 
food and stuff its hard on us.

I don’t know.

It’s hard for us to go to school everyday.

If you don’t get what everyone else has, they judge 
you bad.

A kid is fun.  I am a kid.

To play basketball and football.

I have fun.

Well it’s fun.

Tough, real tough.

It is very hard.  Peer pressure.

I want to have fun.

It is not easy these days to be a kid trying to find a 
job, etc. and school is HARD.

Being a kid is pretty fun.  I still got a long way, but 
people should make good decisions.  Stop smoking 
and drinking and start going to church and let God in 
your heart.

It’s not easy because of the negative material around 
you.  Not to me, but other people, yes.

It’s hard to get exercise and fit the image that you 
need to be perfect.

People are much harder on teens these days if you 
prohibit us from going something we’ll do it behind 
your back most likely. You have to let us learn from 
mistakes. 

They should pay more attention to them.

Why is things so slow in jobs?

Nothing

That it’s not very easy when you go through a family 
crisis and that you will always care for whatever  
happens.
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